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O CONTRIBUTION TO NIBE-35/2: 'I
PROBABIE DEVELOPNENTS AN NDOGHINA -

LAk The ﬁﬁ}ﬂ%&ﬁiﬂ%ﬁ%}gg_I.pﬁgg:m%m&véﬁamxﬁmet te. ceabat, aperatlong
in Vietnam, leos and Cembodia. |
Uombet uvperalions on dand are currently charscterized by & 1#11 in
neavy Ifighting in Toukin baiween the Frarco-Vietnsmese forees and the Viet
Miri, and by gosrrilla=type warfare olsewhsre in Indochins. 7The Viet Minh
are progantly tsking advantage of the rainy season {June to October) to carvy
out rise raidse in the Teakin delta area and small seale atteske eisewhere,
speaially in dnrew, whore heavy raina will nct atard until Septemter. f
Homever, with the return of gocd weather in the autumn, the Viet Minh are
expected io rssune heavy atiacks in Tonkin. On the gea and in the alr the
French continue to maintain wndisputed control besanae the Viet Minh lack
both & pavy and an air forea. Turing the rainy season the use of naval sraft
for irengport and fire support becomes mors valuabls, Be@guse of the reéeipt
of increased numbars of U5 naval eraft, the French will be abie to aperate
In the wet weather mure effectlively than last gear. EBowever, increased use
of nawal mines by the Viet Minh could materially reduce this adventage in
rewal craft.

1.A.1. a. What trende have there been in the past six monthe in the
reiativa militarv stranpthj combat effacblvaneas, and taﬁtﬁcal

French nawval persommel in Indochina as of 10 June 1952 consisted of
633 officors and 9,760 enlisted men, making a total of 10,393 or sbput 800
leas than six months ogo. 7his decline is accounted for by the femporary

absencs of the GVL ARRUMANCHES and its escort the DD IE BALIN fvem Indochins
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o ibary Tor everbanl in France. The absence of ARROMANCHES does net geriousiy

affech the relative strencib of the vemaining French nawal foress, a3 aiy
vpsratiens o% this tine of the vear ars greatly nurtsailsd Ly the weathar.
AHROMANICHES and & roplacenent for the DD IE BMALIN ave scheduled to retuwrn to
Ao as n Beprember 1952, o 65 %0 be availeble for aly opeyations with
bhe vatomn of soof flying weather. Ro other significant chonge has securred
in Prensh neenl strenpgth in the past six menths.

?wanaﬂ'ﬂaval forces have been relatively effective in eondueting.
anphi 2 ons waide reninst Viet Minh-held soostal aress. 1n providise lngistiaal
and ptefire support to growd troops, in meintaining & cosstal blocksde, and
in eonducting maritime surveillence operations. Present French nawal forces,
however, would be unable effectivaly to eambat the inereased wvse of mines,
submarines, or aircraft.

The tactical disposition of.paval syaft varies with the operations
being conducted. The larger vessels are assigned to survelllsnece and blockada
duty, while amphibious orvaft are genorally equaliy divided batween the Tonkin
and Mekong deltas, Must of the vessels ara ective, and nrews rotabte from

; Fegosl o vessel tn'permit nesessary repeira.
{(For Froneh naeal crder of bettle in_lndmwhina, ses WI Contribution Lo NIE-35/7.)

Although o Vatfonal Vietnamess Navy was sstablished on paper as of
1 Jonvary 1952, there is as yot no actual oreenization. At nresent there are
0 officsr candidates and sbout &Bo'nmtive voluntesrs fraining abcard Franch
naval cratt; additional officer ecandidates #re to be trained in France and
in Vietnam, while other Vietnamese enlisted perennnel ave beinp trained
ashore &% the gaw maval trainine center st Nha Trang and mhoﬁld be avellabls

after 1 Jamvary 1953, No newy ds contemplated for Canbedia er land-Jocked inom.
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T.A.L0.00) - fhat ars the present French-Indochiness capabilities tw expand
P thetr ava nf ronhrol and infliel heavy losses on the Vieb Hinh‘
! sssuminy the prasent nature and Qegree of Ghinese Communist
‘ 2sszstanva tv the Viet Minh?

By full use of their existing naval forses in sonjunciion with
ground forces, the French-Indochinease heve the capability of moderately
expanding thelr aress of conbtyol and covld svossibly inflict siszable 1nsaea.
o the onemy, assuming the present nature of Chiness Comminist agaistsance o
the Viet Minh., Farthevnore, since the Viet Minh lack m vavy, the French are
capnhje of continving gontrol of fhe coastel waters and their mipsions of
rondering Jogistical and fire support to ground troops. They wan likewlse
sonduct maritime survelllaves and maintain the coasisl blockads. If expanded
sperations shonld require a conaiderable incyrease in neval support, French
paval proficiency would sulfer due to shorteges of personnel and inadequate

repair and maintevance facilities. However, some improvemsnt may develop

when Vietnamese trainees become arailable for duty after 1 Jamuawy 1553.

{2) - What are the pressnt Prench-Indovhinese gansbilities to hodd
pregantly occupled territory seainst the Viet Minh operatiqg
with the present nature and degres of Chinese Gnmmunist ald?

Under the abova conditicns. present French naval forces ars -
sufficlent to support ground forces hmldingrprssently coenpied territory

asgelinst the Viet Minh,

{3} - Whet are the present FrencheIndochinese copabilities to resist
attacks by the Vietr Miph opevating with svbstentislly inersssed
Chinese Communiat aid?

French paval units are copeble of giving expanded short-term
gopport to the g?ﬁund forces i1f the Chinese Communists substantially incresse
ald to the Viet Minh. Howsver, should Chinepe Commnnist sid inelude lnrge
numbers of marine wines, French navel forees would experience copsidsrable

difficulty in sucvesafully carrylng ot expanded support activities.
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{4) - ®hat are the present FranckeIndochinese capabilities to resiat
attacks by combined Viet Minh-Chinesse Commmist combat forces?

Chinoge Communist interwvention in force te ald the Viet Minh
would largsiy neutralize French naval vperations. Horeovers if such inber-
yention ineludsd troops as well ag aireralt, submarinéa and the use of marine
mines, tha French Favy woﬁld almost cexrtainly be forced to abandon Tenkin.
I.8.4. = Bhat ip Yhe currenb.sizwation. dn Mleb Birh held terrilory..including

nonalgsfood sunnls.samanenissendestion.ralations.aith.tha

Shiness. Gommindaie .. maspones cesounees,. and. axiant. and affectdyences

Although the Viet Minh sustained considersbie casualtles during the
Fra Binh sssaults and more raéently in the Tonkin dslte slean-up cperations,
thers is no evidence that thalr forces have sufiered a general lowering of
morals, Some defections from Viet Minh units have bean repertsd, bubt not on
a wide acgalr. Bowever, a chironic shortags of food faces the Viet Minh,
because the Frensh beld the largost rice-producing arvean. The Viet.ﬁinh
p?cdume soall arms lecallys ineloding bazockas, mortars and ammunition.
Hoored controllied river mines are manufactured by the Viet Minh in the
Saigon arsa of southern Vietaam.

Bolatlons beiween the Viet Minh and Compunist Ching are apparently
good. The Chinese Commumists continve o maintain 2 Plgw of military euppiies
to Viet Hinh troops in Indochina, and have assigned technical sdvisers and
specialists to Viet Minh military units.

Th@ Viet Minh draws wpon the sewme nenpower pool as does the legal
sational goverﬂmént, bat largs losses inflicted by the French during the
past aix meabhe have seriovsly depleted the Viet Mimh panks.

The Viet Minh governwent continues to maintaln rigld end effective
confrol of the pepuiation within its areas.
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8. #bab is tho emvrest metues and level of Chinese Communist sid to the

Vit Hinh? |

There bave been various lew grade reports that the Chinese Commmists
have troined Viet, ¥inph versomiel in Chine in the operatioﬁ of small ecreft
and possibly submarines. There ig ne evidence that {the Chineme Commmigts
have supplied either mines or emall eraft. There have beern reports, howaver,
thet the Viet Minh have used fest PT-type boats, possibly'supplied by tha

Chinese Comnun1ata, to ferry suvpnlies from Hainan,

1G.1. What is @;ggcurront nature and Jevel of French military ggpgcrtwgg

plonirt W -

Lhe Associated Stotes of Indochina?

The French believa that the zajor part of the military manpower burden
cak eventnally be shifted to s native sxmad fores of the Assoeigted States,
trained by the French and supplied and equipped by the IS, Accordingly, the
Fronch are instructing naval officer candidates aboard French vessels and

. trafning enlisted men at Hhe Trang and on amphiblous eraft. The Vietnamese
bave ao naval foree, ond 1t is unlikely that the training of Vietnamese naval
pereonnel will progress sufficiently by m1d-1953 o pormit Qny'French vessels
to be cumpletely manned and officered by Vietnamess.

1.B.1. ¥bat is the corrent nature and leve;hgg;g§wyili§§gg\suppurt to the

Treuch and Indechiness?

Under MDAP, & totel of 88 million dollars in material ald was pro-
gramed for the Franch naval forces in Indochipa, through fiseal year 1952,
of which abeut 74 per eent was delivered by 31 fey 1952. The program foxr
fiscal year 1953 will be epproximetely £7.7 nillicn dollary, Theae figures
do not cover the cests of shipping and delivery. In adiition, the French
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naval forees in Indeching will benefis from the US si€ prograwm to Franes,
whish will rermit the temporary assignment of some French vessels and equip~
ment %o Indochina.

fmphibious and smell patrol eraft used by the Ffeneh iz Indochina wers
largely furnished hy fha US. Their operation is therefors dspendsnt upon
continusd UB eid in the form of technicsl guidance, spare paris, replacement
equiprent and mmitions.

During the past two years the French have received more vessels and
alreraf't than they have been able te man and malntsin, Consequently, future
ai¢ will largely consist of river craft to maintain operations on tﬁe curront,
revel. Additiorel sid will also inclvde vassels and equipment‘for anti-
oubimarine and mine warfare, utility craft.tc aid in maintaining vessely
reseived, and elsctronia, engincering and maintensnce equipment.

IL.4. I,a, How will French and Indochinese will and JAntention to resist be

uffectod by ilitary develepments in i Western Burope, and w. within

Bekropoliten France and the French Union? |

The French will coentinue to congider their commitments in Indsching
48 Gistinetly subordinate to their major Buropean and North Afrisan interssts,
The French will remain highly sensitive to poiitical and military implications,
the development snd strength of BATO, and +o any indiestions of chenge in
U3-UY attitudes. The Freach will alpo remain highly sensitive to internal
politicel and econemic developments, but these will hinge largsly upen the

general Furopesn atwosphere. Barring drastie military moves by the Communist

Powars in Fuprope or goneral political upheavals in Euorope or Afriss, France will

probably combinue to waintein hey present covrse in Indoehina., So long as ths
¥rench do so, the Tndochinese will pr@babiy continne their resistancs.
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I7.4.1.b. MHow will Prerch end Indochinese will and inkention Yo resish bo
affected hy 1:*@151,1;.&1 and sconemic trends withip Vietnam, laos

i T e

3zsci Cambm’hm Jnolndine attitudss toward French iwperial sontrol
and e towmd fha Ch:’mc&;e Communigts?

A AT

The natienals of Vietnem and Cambodls are highly sensitive to the
degree and type of control exerted by the French; the Isotisns are less
concernad. Reluctance to sdmit the necessity of any Frenth control kesps
wany Carbodiang and Vietrameae from participeting in the French-supported
governpents, and has driven others into open reballion or defection to the
Viet Hinh., The eurrent trend ;ppaara to be toward a gradusl 1ifting of
French controls. However, thers 1s no sertainty that this will induce the
fancem#itﬁars or extreme rationailsts to support the present pro-French
governpents.

The Tam adwinistration cuvrrently 1ih powey in Vietnam appears to
be meking much needed political, economle and military reforms. These moves,
if ressonebly svccessful, may win inereasing support from the Vietnamese.
Folitienl uncertainties as well as widespread disruption of normal industey
and agrienlture continue to impeds economic resovery. Attacks and sabotags
by Viet Minh followers are also a disrupiing factor.

Thers §s 1ittle indieation that Vietnawese fear or hatred of the
Chinese pisys as Important a role in encouraging or discouraging support of
the Bao Dai povernment as fear or hatred of the Prench. It is their somewhat
blind réjs@tion of French rule or leadership that prevents many Viet nationalists
fros supporting Beo Usl, whom they consider s Frenmch puppet. They sre
inclined to admire the Chiness Communists, who they feel héve thrown out
the "Europesn imperialists.® Few Indoohinese have sufficient comprehension
of Communist doctrines to undersiand what a Vieh Minh victory would wean to
Tndochina,
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" H-8.1.c. How will French and Indochinese will and intenbion to regist be
aifected by vpess le tripertite varnings to the (G to keep theip
Yrogps,. out of Indochina?

if accompanied by evidence ﬁhat it would be backed by foree, a
iriportite wafming to the Chinese Commnists to keap their troops et of
Indoching shomid tend to stiffen the will end intention of the French and

the Indochinese to continue the struggle apainst the Viet ¥inh,
11.8.1.4. Hew will French and Indochinese will end intention 10 regsist be

i ]

gggecteQ*SE;gpﬁgggguggmths level of US militerv aid and in he

A Ry

: Bature of the US somnitment for the defonse of Indockins?

A noticeable lessening of US aid might bave a catastrophic sffect
on the will and intention of both French and Inﬁ&éh;nase to combat the Viet
¥lnh. Any increase in the lovel of US aid would stiffen the will and intention
of the French and Indochinese, provided the increase wore not matched by
corresponding Chinese aid to the Viet Minh. The present nature of 1S
i aésisﬁance, with its ompbasis o meterial sid, appears to be the only kind

acceptable to the French.

il.A.l.e. Hew will French and indochinese %1l) and intention to resist be

affectod by a cesse-Tire in Korag?

A cease~fire in Kores would very likely cause the French and
Tndochinese to be apvrehensive concerning ineressed Chiness intervention

in Indoching.

iI.A.1.8. Huw will Freneh and_Indochinese will ar d_intentdon %o resist be
affected by an expan kon_of the Koreen war?

. An expansion of the Korean war probably weuld be viewed by the

Fronch and Indochinese ag favorable to their Interests ihsofar as it might

rastrict Chinesge Commmist aid to the Viet Ninh,
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BeAdg. How will Frenech and Indochiness will and intention to resist be

affected by military deyelopments elsewhore in Southegat Asia?

Both the French and the Indocginesa would be sensitive 4o major
poiitieal and militery developments elsewhere in Scathesst Asia, particularly
in Bures, Halsya, and Thailand. Any marked successes of the Communists in
those cougirles, with or without the direct interfarence of the Chinage
Communists, would greatly infiuence the fensa-gitters in Indochina and would
sontribute fo the weakening of such popular support sa is vresently accordsd to
Bao Dajg,

I1.4.2.a.(1) and (2) What trends in French-Indochinese capabilities to resist

g xeduce Viet Minh-Chinese Communist rressure are gzghg%;gmgg

trained manpewer. organized forees, and materdal suppiy (ineluding
id)?

Fewval capebilities of tho Fronch ean be expected to decline some-
what during the remaindsr of 1952 and then improve gradually. French naval
capabilities have not inereased sufficlently to meet expended naval logistieal
support requirements, and trained Viatuamese naval personnel to help
alleviate this situatien will not be available until Janvary 1953, If
planned redeployment of.minasweepars and incrsased training in nineswoeping
are carried out, they will fwprove mine defense capabilities. Other nsval
functions can be sxpocted to show a steady deterioration during the remaindaf
of 1952 due to insuffisient personnel and iradequate repair facilities.

~ The French newal forces will contimue to be daficlent in their
eapablility of waging anti-aircraft and anti-subnerine warfare.,

By ©id-1953; essuming current aid to the French is maintained, the
bavel situation will be somewhat improved. Naval tralning of native Visinamase
now in progress will improve thé persomnel situstion and allow activation of
SECRET
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additienal daval logistica) unite to support strengithensed ground forces.
Ability to combat nine warfarve showld be somevhat incrsased with the receipt
ef minssweeping equipment and eralt the Fronoh now lack. The shortags of
tyainsd personnel, however, will limit the improvement.
11.B.i.a. Fhat tronds in Viet Minh-Chiness Communipt capabilities ace

' probeble throush mid-1993 asguming s continuation of the present

situation in Kerea, in terms of tralined Viet Winh manpowerx?

#hile no naval personnel as such are likely to be availeble to

ihe Viet Mioh during this period, the Viet Minh can be expected to train
persenpel in more effeeiive mathods for countera@ting,Frgneh naval support

of land operations; particularly in the use of naval mines.

1L.B.)1.b. In terms of Viet Minh ability to utilize effectively heawy military
squipment, and to cocrdimate in combat sl] of their orpanized forces?

The Viet Hinh cen be sxpected to incresse the quantity and employ-
ment of amall Field pieves end bazockass against naval craft in river operations.
There is little likelihood the Viet Minh will acquire naval vessels to combat

the Franco-Indochinese forces.

1L.B.l.c. In terms of Chinese Communist abilities to provide an increased
yolype of technicnl end msterial assiatence?

it is probable the Chinese Communists will still be so absorbed in

the development of thelr own nawal forces that they will be reluctent or unable to
give much naval sid to the Viet Nimh, It is pcssible that during the ensuing
year ths Chinese Communipts will produce the simpier typez of marine mines

and, berring a change in the na?al sitvation on the Chine coast, will be abls

te spare a portion of thia produsiion to the Viet Minh. The Chinese msy also

attempt to increase water-borne transport of military supplies to the Viet Minh.
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11.B.1.d. In terws of Chineme Communist ability to commit combat forces
in Indochine?

During the past six months the Chinese Communiat Navy hes incrensed
1ts strength in the following ways: |

{a) naval personnel have been trained: perhaps 5,000:

{b) motor torpedo boat strength has been brovght up to at leasf 35;

(c) many more armed motor junks have bean:made operational

(a) orthodvx naval vessels have been mere active and willing to

pult to asea;

{e) Beveral availabls vessels, particularly landing craft, have

been adapted to mine-laying.

I% is probable that thesme trends will rcontinue during the ensuing
year, and it mey thersfore bs concluded that there wiil bs a gradual incresse
in the naval potential the Chinese Communists could commit to combat in
Indochina,

; It iz gtil} econsidersd doubtful the Chinese Communists ars cperating
any submarines, but, in view of the report that thaj have bsan training crews
for two or more years, the possibility that they may receive and operate ox-

USSHE submarines grows steadily strongor.

I1.B.2. Rhat affect_would an erxpsnsion of tho wor in Kerea op & ceans-firs
in Korea have on Communigt capabiiities in Irdochinag?

A cease-fire in Korea would have little effect on the &biliﬁy of the
Chinese Comrunists to ewploy navsl forces in Indoching becsuse thelr naval
forcas are not being employed in Korean eéerationac Hor would theiy pre=
veeupation with eccastel security patrols and ‘their naval defersive and
offensive capabilities vig-a-vis Formoss bo apprecisbly lesscned,

11.B;3.e  How will Viet Minh courses of sction ba affected by politicnl and

A

ailitary develovments olsewhers in Sontheast Acia?
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slngehers in Scutheast Asis. They will capitalize fully on any increase in
Communist streagth im the ares, in their propegands in Indochira. A sub-
phantial vietory or ineresse in strexig‘hh of the Communists, particularly

sn Buvme, Thailand, or Malaeye, would preatly increase the norale snd preatige.

of the Vist HMinh in Indochine.
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